








was their duty to wipe out the Tutsis.  On the radio, presenters

used derogatory language to describe Tutsis, calling them

‘cockroaches’.  First, though, moderate Hutus who weren’t anti-

Tutsi should be killed.  This included the country’s Prime

Minister Agathe Uwilingiyimana and Tutsi wives or husbands.

Although on a large scale, this genocide was carried out entirely

by hand, often using machetes and clubs.  The men who’d been

trained to massacre were members of civilian death squads, the

Interahamwe.  The State provided supporting organisation –

politicians, officials, intellectuals and professional soldiers incited

the killers to do their work.  Local officials assisted in rounding

up victims and making suitable places available for slaughter.

Tutsi men, women, children and babies were killed in thousands

in schools and churches.  The victims, in their last moments alive,

were also faced by another appalling fact, their cold-blooded

killers were people they knew – neighbours, work-mates, former

friends, sometimes even relatives through marriage. 
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 Darfur (2003 – Present date)
Darfur is a region to the west of Sudan, bordering Chad in

North-East Africa.  Over 6 million people live in Darfur and over

half of those are Black Africans.  The rest are Arab.  In more

recent times, the Black Africans have been referred to as “abid”

(meaning “slave”) by some Arabs, who see the Africans as

inferior. 

Since 2003, a civil war has raged in the region between the

sedentary population of farmers, who mainly see themselves as

Africans, and the nomadic population who regard themselves as

Arab and who have been supported by the Sudanese Government.

This civil war has lead to the deaths of between 200,000 and

400,000 civilians.  Up to 2.5 million people in Darfur are now

displaced – they have been forced to flee their homes and now 

live in makeshift refugee camps either in Darfur or Chad run by

international aid agencies.  Many of these civilians have had to

endure these conditions for over three years.  A further two million

people rely on international assistance, bringing the total number 

of civilians affected by the conflict to over four million people.
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Nazi ideology was founded on racism, anti-semitism and

discrimination, creating a fascist state that rejected human and

civil rights.  The evils of prejudice, discrimination and intolerance

continue to exist in Britain.  We categorise, stereotype,

discriminate, exclude, bully, persecute, attack – because of race,

religion, disability, sexuality.  We damage, and are damaged, as a

result of our refusal to accept our common humanity.  We

murder.  Nations commit genocide.  HMD acts as a reminder 

to all of us of our responsibility to protect the civil and human

rights of all people in our society and across the world.

Why should I take part
in HMD? 



Genocide does not just happen.  It starts when we no longer

celebrate and respect the differences between us.  The

Holocaust and subsequent genocides are the result of extreme

exclusion – where a state sponsored campaign of persecution

and hatred is unchecked by ordinary people.  Britain is not Nazi

Germany in the 1930s.  It is not Pol Pot’s Cambodia.  But on

HMD we can pause to look at how we treat those around us.

We can all make the choice to challenge exclusion where we

see it happening – we can choose to stop using language which

dehumanises others and we can stop our friends and family

from dehumanising and excluding others.  We can choose to use

the lessons of the past to build safer, stronger communities in

the UK today.  
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Hundreds of events take place across the UK on or around

27th January every year to mark HMD.  You can attend one of

these events or create your own.  Details of events and how to

plan them are on our website: www.hmd.org.uk 

You can visit the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust website

www.hmd.org.uk to learn more about the Holocaust and

subsequent genocides, to read survivor stories, watch our films

and download free resources to assist in your commemoration. 

Whether you commemorate HMD individually or collectively

on 27th January, you will be joining millions of others around

the world in committing to learn from the past in order to

create a safer, better future for us all. 

What can I do for HMD? 

PO Box 61074, London, SE1P 5BX

0845 838 1883
Charity no: 1109348. 
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